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Sharks 
Sharks  (super order  Selachimorpha  in the subclass  Elasmobranchii  in the class Chondrichthyes .) are a type of 
fish with a full cartilaginous skeleton and a streamlined body. They respire with the use of five to seven gill slits. A 
modified slit called a spiracle is located just behind the eye; the spiracle assists the water intake during respiration and 
even plays a major role in bottom dwelling sharks, but is also reduced or missing in active pelagic sharks. Sharks have 
a covering of dermal denticles that protect their skin from damage and parasites and improve fluid dynamics; they also 
have replaceable teeth. Sharks range in size from the small pygmy shark, Euprotomicrus bispinatus , a deep sea 
species of only 22 centimeters (9 in) in length, to the whale shark , Rhincodon typus , the largest fish , which grows to 
a length of approximately 12 meters (39 ft) and which, like baleen whales, feeds only on plankton, squid, and small fish 
through filter feeding. The bull shark, Carcharhinus leucas , is the best known of several species to swim in both salt 
and fresh water and in deltas. 

   
Evidence for the existence of sharks extends back over 450 - 420 million years, into the Ordovician period - before land 
vertebrates existed and before many plants had colonized the continents. All that has been recovered from the first 
sharks are some scales. The oldest shark teeth are from 400 million years ago. The first sharks looked very different 
from modern sharks. The majority of the modern sharks can be traced back to around 100 million years ago.  

Smell:  Sharks have keen olfactory senses, located in the short duct (which is not fused, unlike bony fish) between the 
anterior and posterior nasal openings, with some species able to detect as little as one part per million of blood in 
seawater. Sight:  Shark eyes are similar to the eyes of other vertebrates, including similar lenses, corneas and retinas, 
though their eyesight is well adapted to the marine environment with the help of a tissue called tapetum lucidum. 
Hearing:  Sharks also have a sharp sense of hearing and can hear prey many miles away. A small opening on each 
side of their heads (not to be confused with the spiracle) leads directly into the inner ear through a thin channel. 
Electroreception:  The Ampullae of Lorenzini are the electroreceptor organs of the shark, and they vary in number 
from a couple of hundred to thousands in an individual. Sharks use the Ampullae of Lorenzini to detect the 
electromagnetic fields that all living things produce. This helps sharks find its prey (mostly the hammer head). The 
shark has the greatest electricity sensitivity known in all animals. The oceanic currents moving in the magnetic field of 
the Earth also generate electric fields that can be used by the sharks for orientation and navigation. The Lateral Line:  
This system is found in most fish, including sharks. It is used to detect motion or vibrations in the water. The shark uses 
this to detect the movements of other organisms, especially wounded fish. The shark can sense frequencies in the 
range of 25 to 50 Hz. 

Despite the common myth that sharks are instinct-driven "eating machines",  recent studies have indicated that many 
species possess powerful problem-solving skills, social complexity and curiosity. The brain-mass-to-body-mass ratios 
of sharks are similar to those of mammals and other higher vertebrate species. It is unclear how sharks sleep . Some 
sharks can lie on the bottom while actively pumping water over their gills, but their eyes remain open and actively 
follow divers. It is also possible that a shark can sleep in a manner similar to dolphins. In this situation, one half of the 
brain sleeps at a time, thereby allowing the shark to be half conscious while sleeping. 
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Major declines in shark stocks have been recorded in recent years - some species have been depleted by over 90%  
over the past 20-30 years  with a population decline of 70% not being unusual. Many other threats to sharks include 
habitat alteration, damage and loss from coastal developments, pollution and the impact of fisheries on the seabed and 
prey species. An estimate states that, every year, 26 to 73 million (median value is at 38 million) sharks are killed by 
people in commercial and recreational fishing. Sharks are common seafood in many places around the world, including 
Japan and Australia . In the Australian State of Victoria  shark is the most commonly used fish in fish and ch ips , 
in which fillets are battered and deep-fried or crumbed and grilled and served alongside chips. In India  small sharks or 
baby sharks (called sora in Tamil) are caught by fishermen routinely and are sold in the local markets. Sharks are often 
killed for shark fin soup : the finning process involves the removal of the fin with a hot metal blade . Fishermen will 
capture live sharks, fin them, and release the finl ess animal back into the water . The immobile shark soon dies 
from suffocation or predators. Despite claims that this practice is rare, it has become a major trade within black markets 
all over the world with shark fins going at about US$220/lb. Millions of sharks a year are being illegally poach ed for 
their fins and not many governments are enforcing the laws of protecting these apex predators. The dish is considered 
a status symbol in Asian countries  and is considered healthy and full of nutrients, even to go as for to say they 
prevent cancer and other ailments (not proven). Hong Kong  is the world’s shark fin trading centre , accounting for 
50-80% of fins traded worldwide. Currently the EU supplies 27% of all fins imported into Hong Kong. In Europe Spain  
is the major supplier of one third of shark fins for Hong Kong.  The meat of dogfishes, smoothhounds, catsharks , 
makos, porbeagle and also skates and rays are in high demand by European consumers.  Shark teeth are prized by 
collectors for their beauty, and because they are surviving relics of ancient sharks that are now extinct. 

    

 
  

Project AWARE 

Protect the Sharks 
 

Why do sharks need our protection? Many shark species are endangered and could soon become extinct without our 
help. According to the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), approximately 100 million sharks 
are killed each year.  Due to their slow growth, late sexual maturity and low number of offspring, they are susceptible 
to almost any fishing pressure. 

Few countries have shark management plans in place. And, the demand for shark products like shark meat, fins and 
cartilage further contributes to their decline.  

Why should you help? Sharks play a vital role in the underwater ecosystem as part of nature’s complex system of 
checks and balances. Known as apex predators, they are at the top of the food cha in, keeping other aquatic 
species populations healthy and balanced. 

You can read more here on what Project AWARE is doing to help protect the sharks: 
www.projectaware.org/uk/english/pts.asp and here: www.sharkalliance.org 
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Sharks of Puerto Galera / Verde island Passage 
Kingdom: Animalia (animals) 
Phylum: Chordata (chordates) 
Subphylum:  Vertebrata (vertebrates) 
Infraphylum: Gnathostomata (jawed vertebrates) 
Class: Chlondrichthyes (cartilaginous fish) 
Subclass: Elasmobranchii (sharks, rays and skates) 
Superorder:  Selachimorpha (sharks) 

Order:  Ground Sharks 
Family:  Requiem Sharks 

�  Whitetip Reef Shark , Triaenodon Obesus 
�  Blacktip Reef Shark , Carcharhinus Melanopterus 
�  Grey Reef Shark,  Carcharhinus Amblyrhynchos 
�  Tiger Shark , Galeocerdo Cuvier 

Family:  Cat Sharks 
�  Coral Catshark,  Atelomycterus Marmoratus 

Order:  Mackerel Sharks 
Family:  Thresher Sharks 

�  Common Thresher Shark , Alopias Vulpinus 
Order:  Carpet Sharks 

Family:  Whale Sharks 
�  Whale Shark,  Rhincodon Typus 

Family:  Nurse Sharks 
�  Tawny Nurse Shark , Nebrius Ferrugineus 

Family:  Carpet or Nurse Sharks 

�  Tasseled Wobbegong , Orectolobus Dasypogon 
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Whitetip Reef Shark 

 
The whitetip reef shark, Triaenodon obesus , is a requiem shark of the family Carcharhinidae , the only member 
of the genus Triaenodon . The whitetip reef shark is one of the most common sharks found in shallow tropical and 
warm temperate water around coral reefs in the Indian and Pacific oceans. It occurs at depths down to 330m. They are 
commonly seen harmless while snorkeling. As its name suggests, the tips of the shark's first  dorsal fin and upper 
caudal fin are white . The upper body is grey / brownish. This bottom dwelling shark is nocturnal and is often seen 
resting on the bottom during the day, sometimes in small groups. It is not aggressive and will generally swim away if 
disturbed, although it may bite if harassed. At night it hunts among crevices in the reef. 

Sightings:  This is the most common shark seen here in Puerto Galera.  Almost always it can be seen at Shark Caves 
dive site either in the large main cave or one of the two smaller caves. Years ago they used to be seen resting on the 
sandy slope out behind the canyons.  A juvenile whitetip was once spotted hiding under a mushroom coral at the hole 
in the wall. Years ago it was also possible to see them sheltering in a small cave in coral gardens as well.  On one 
night dive in West Escarceo one was spotted swimming down the reef from very shallow. 

Quick Facts:  
Family:  Carcharhinidae (requiem sharks) 
Order:  Carcharhiniformes  (ground sharks) 
Class:  Elasmobranchii (sharks and rays) 
Size:  1.4 to 1.6m, max reported length 2.44m 
Weight:  Unknown 
Food Sources:  crustaceans, octopuses and fishes 
Habitat:  Waters up to 300m, mainly reefs 
Locations:  coral reefs in the Indo-Pacific 
Interesting Facts:  White tipped fins 
Red List Status:  Lower Risk: near threatened (LR/nt) (Ref. 57073) 
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Blacktip Reef Shark 

 
The blacktip reef shark , Carcharhinus melanopterus , is a shark of tropical and warm temperate seas. It is often 
confused with the blacktip shark, Carcharhinus limbatus.  One of the most common sharks found in shallow 
(sometimes as shallow as 30 cm) water around coral reefs of Indo-Pacific waters. The water they swim in is usually 
between 20 and 27° C (70 to 80º F). Blacktip reef s harks do not venture into tropical lakes and rivers far from the 
ocean.  As its name suggests, the tips of the shark's pecto ral fins and dorsal fin are black,  with a white 
underside. Its skin is brownish in color on the top half of its body. Its snout is blunt and rounded. The gray reef shark 
looks similar, and is also common, but is distinguished by its stockier and grey body and its lack of a black tip on the 
dorsal fin. 

Blacktip reef sharks are often the by-catch from other fisheries and are often wasted. Their populations are declining, 
and so is the population of many other shark species. Their fins are used for shark fin soup which is a major factor in 
the population decline in recent years. 

Sightings:  None have been sighted but a dive center in Big Lalaguna has a breeding program for a few Blacktips.  
Currently they are in a small aquarium in the dive center.  Once they reach the necessary size they will be released 
into a cage placed at the required depth in Big Lalaguna.  On reaching the required size they will be released and 
hopefully stay in the area since they are territorial. 

Quick Facts:  
Family:  Carcharhinidae (requiem sharks) 
Order:  Carcharhiniformes  (ground sharks) 
Class:  Elasmobranchii (sharks and rays) 
Size:  2.13m (7 ft) max 
Weight:  14 kg (30.9 lbs) max 
Food Sources:  Small fish, mollusks and crustaceans 
Habitat:  Tropical waters and reef areas 
Locations:  All tropical waters worldwide 
Intere sting Facts:  Usually hunt small fish in schools 
Red List Status:  Lower Risk: near threatened (LR/nt) (Ref. 57073) 
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Grey Reef Shark 

 
The grey reef shark, Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos , is one of the most common sharks in Indo-Pacific waters, from 
the Red Sea to Easter Island. It is found at depths down to about 250 m in lagoons and close to islands and coral 
reefs. As its name suggests, the shark is grey overall,  with a white underside. The tips of most fins, except the first 
dorsal fin, are darker, and the trailing edge of the caudal fin has a prominent black margin. Some individuals have a 
white pattern on the leading edge of the dorsal fin.   The blacktip reef shark looks similar,  and is also common, but it 
is distinguished by a black tip on the first dorsal fin. They are active during the day, but more so at night, feeding on 
reef fishes, squids, octopus, and various crustaceans such as crabs and shrimp. This species is social, aggregating in 
favored areas, often near drop-offs at the edge of a reef, or in atoll passes where there is a strong current. They are 
often curious, will investigate scuba divers, and have been implicated in attacks, although there is some debate as to 
whether the sharks are fundamentally aggressive or have simply reacted badly to perceived threats by divers. When 
threatened they exhibit a very distinctive threat behavior, adopting a hunched posture with the body bent into an "S" 
shape. 

The numbers of grey reef sharks have declined in recent years. 

Sightings:  Only seen here on deeper technical dives and only recently around Maricaban Island. 

Quick Facts:  
Family:  Carcharhinidae (requiem sharks) 
Order:  Carcharhiniformes  (ground sharks) 
Class:  Elasmobranchii (sharks and rays) 
Size:  Up to 2.5m 
Weight:  200-300kg 
Food Sources:  Reef fishes, squids, octopus 
Habitat:  Warm shallow reefs 
Loc ations:  From the Red sea to the Easter Islands 
Interesting Facts:  Not an aggressive shark 
Red List Status:  Lower Risk: near threatened (LR/nt) (Ref. 57073) 
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Tiger Shark 

 
The tiger shark, Galeocerdo cuvier , one of the largest predatory sharks, is the only member of the  genus 
Galeocerdo . Mature sharks average 3.25m (11 ft) to 4.25m (14 ft) and weigh 385 to 909 kg (850 to 2000 lb). It is found 
in many of the tropical and temperate regions of the world's oceans, and is especially common around islands in the 
central Pacific. This shark is a solitary hunter, usually hunting at night. The shark tends to stay in deep waters that line 
reefs but does move into channels to pursue prey in shallower waters. Its name is derived from the dark stripes 
down its body , which fade as the shark matures. The tiger shark is often found close to the coast, in mainly tropical 
and sub-tropical waters, though they can reside in temperate waters. The shark's behavior is primarily nomadic, but is 
guided by warmer currents, and it stays closer to the equator throughout the colder months. The shark tends to stay in 
deep waters that line reefs but does move into channels to pursue prey in shallower waters. 

The tiger shark is a dangerous predator, known for eating a wide range of items. It has sometimes been found with 
man-made waste such as license plates or pieces of old tires in its digestive tract. It is notorious for attacks on 
swimmers, divers and surfers in Hawaii; and is often referred to as the "bane of Hawaiian surfers" and "the 
wastebasket of the sea". The tiger shark is the second largest predatory shark and second only to the great white in 
number of recorded attacks on humans and is considered, along with the great white , bull shark , and the oceanic 
whitetip shark  to be one of the sharks most dangerous to humans. The tiger shark, which generally hunts at night, 
has a reputation for eating anything it has access to, ignoring what nutritional value the prey may or may not hold. The 
shark has a number of features which make it a good hunter, such as excellent eyesight, which allows for access to 
murkier waters which can offer more varieties of prey and its acute sense of smell which enable it to react to faint 
traces of blood in its waters and is able to follow them to the source. The tiger shark's ability to pick up on low-
frequency pressure waves produced by the movements of swimming animals, for example the thrashing of an injured 
animal, enables the shark to find a variety of prey. 

Sightings:  Last week it has been rumored that a tiger shark was seen by some divers in the canyons.  Over the years 
there have been occasional reported sightings on the surface in the Verde Island Passage and also in the canyons.  A 
month or so ago some divers reportedly saw a large dorsal at the surface past the boat moorings in Sabang and 
judging by the distance between the dorsal fin and the caudal (tail) fin it must have been fairly large.  Baby tiger sharks 
can be seen in the shallows off Bonito Island. 

Quick Facts:  
Family:  Carcharhinidae (requiem sharks) 
Order:  Carcharhiniformes  (ground sharks) 
Class:  Elasmobranchii (sharks and rays) 
Size:  average 3.25 ~ 4.25 meters (10-14 feet) 
Weight:  325-425 kilograms (850-1400 pounds) 
Food Sources:  fish, squid, birds, seals, other sharks, and sea turtles 
Habitat:  coastal waters 
Locations:  tropical and sub-tropical waters 
Interesting Facts:  Is responsible for many FATAL attacks on humans 
Red List Status:  Lower Risk: near threatened (LR/nt) (Ref. 57073) 
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Cat Sharks 

 
The cat sharks or  catsharks  are a family (Scyliorhinidae ) of sharks, with over 110 species recorded. Paradoxically 
perhaps, while the group is called the cat shark family, many species are commonly called dogfish. Recent DNA 
analysis has shown this group to be more closely related to batoids than to other sharks. Cat sharks may be 
distinguished by their elongated cat-like eyes and two small dorsal fins set far back . Most species are not 
particularly large, with lengths up to 60 - 70 cm or so.  Most of the species have a patterned appearance, ranging 
from stripes to patches to spots. 

Quick Facts: 
Family:  Scyliorhinidae (cat sharks) 
Order:  Carcharhiniformes  (ground sharks) 
Class:  Elasmobranchii (sharks and rays) 
Size:  Typically, 60cm to 70cm - max recorded 4m 
Weight:  Unknown 
Food Sources:  Invertebrates and smaller fish 
Habitat:  Shallow reef and rocky bottom floors 
Locations:  Warmer waters worldwide 
Interesting Facts:  Has cat-like eyes and two small dorsal fins set far back 
Red List Status:  Near Threatened (NT) (Ref. 57073) 

Coral Catshark 
One species is the marbled or coral catshark ( Atelomycterus marmoratus). The coral catshark is a common but 
little-known inshore shark found on coral reefs, inhabiting crevices and holes. Coloration is a pattern of saddle 
markings, and light grey and white spots outlined by large black spots, bars and lines. 

It is utilized fresh and dried-salted for food or processed for fishmeal and oil. 

Sightings: Only occasionally sighted.  Once seen in shallow waters in Sabang hiding under a coral bombie. 
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Thresher Shark 

 
Thresher sharks  are large lamniform  sharks  of the family Alopiidae . Found in all temperate and tropical oceans of 
the world, the family contains three species all within the genus Alopias . Although occasionally sighted in shallow, 
inshore waters, thresher sharks are primarily pelagic; they prefer the open ocean, staying within the first 500 m of the 
water column. By far the largest of the three species is the Common thresher, Alopias vulpinus , which may reach a 
length of 6.7m (20 ft) and a weight of over 500 kg. Common threshers tend to be more common in coastal waters over 
continental shelves. In the North Pacific, common thresher sharks are found along the continental shelves of North 
America and Asia. They are rare in the Central and Western Pacific. In the warmer waters of the Central & Western 
Pacific, bigeye and pelagic thresher sharks are more common. The Bigeye thresher, Alopias superciliosus , is next 
in size, reaching a length of 4.9m (16 ft); at just 3 m (10 ft), the Pelagic thresher, Alopias pelagicus , is the smallest. 
Named for and easily recognized by their exceptionally long, thresher-li ke tail or caudal fins  (which account for 
1/3 (33%) of their total body length), thresher sharks are active predators; the tail is actually used as a weapon to stun 
prey. Thresher sharks are solitary creatures which keep to themselves. It is known that thresher populations of the 
Indian Ocean are separated by depth and space according to gender. All species are noted for their highly migratory or 
oceanodromous habits. Thresher sharks are one of the few shark species known to jump fully ou t of the water  
making turns like dolphins, this behavior is called breaching.  

All three thresher shark species have been recently listed as vulnerable to extinction  by the World Conservation 
Union (IUCN). Like all large sharks, threshers are slow growing and are therefore threatened by commercial fisheries. 
Other than for its meat, the sharks are hunted for their liver oil, skin (for leather), and their fins, for use in shark-fin 
soup.  

Sightings:  These sharks have been sighted occasionally over the years but have become more common especially 
for technical divers in the Sinandigan Wall / Kilima area. Recently some lucky technical divers of ours were rewarded 
by the sighting of a thresher shark breaching (jumping clear of the water) in the same area.  There is reportedly a 
cleaning station area around near Coral Cove. One was becoming increasingly seen around Sinandigan Wall until one 
sad early morning when it was found being de-finned and chopped up on the beach in Sabang! Unfortunately there 
were no laws in place to protect sharks.  This is now under review and we can only hope it will change in the near 
future. 

Quick Facts:  
Family:  Alopiidae (thresher sharks) 
Order:  Lamniformes  (mackerel sharks) 
Class:  Elasmobranchii (sharks and rays) 
Size:  3 to 7.6m (depending on type) 
Weight:  Up to 348kg 
Food Sources:  Mainly schooling fish (such as bluefish, juvenile tuna, and mackerel) 
Habitat:  Inshore and continental shelves 
Loca tions:  Worldwide 
Interesting Facts:  Does not attack humans, however divers have been hit with the upper tail lobe 
Red List Status:  Not Evaluated / Data deficient (DD) (Ref. 57073) 
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Whale Shark 

 
The whale shark, Rhincodon typus , is a slow filter feeding shark that is the largest living fish species . This 
distinctively-marked shark is the only member of its genus Rhincodon  and its family, Rhincodontidae  (called 
Rhinodontes before 1984), which is grouped into the subclass Elasmobranchii  in the class Chondrichthyes . The 
shark is found in tropical and warm-temperate oceans and lives in the open sea. The species is believed to have 
originated about 60 million years ago. While thought to be primarily pelagic, seasonal feeding aggregations of the 
sharks occur at several coastal sites around the world including Donsol and Batangas in the Philippines . The 
highest concentration of whale sharks to be found a nywhere in the world is in the Philippines.  From January to 
May, they congregate in the shallow coastal waters of Sorsogon province (at Donsol). This species, despite its 
enormous size, does not pose any significant danger to humans. Divers and snorkelers can swim with this giant fish 
without any risk apart from unintentionally being struck by the shark's large tail fin. 

The whale shark is a filter feeder — one of only three known filter feeding shark species (along with the basking shark  
and the megamouth shark ). The whale shark is an active feeder and targets concentrations of plankton or fish by 
olfactory cues. Rather than simply "vacuuming" constantly, it is able to pump water over its gills. The shark sucks in a 
mouthful of water, closes its mouth and expels the water through its gills. During the slight delay between closing the 
mouth and opening the gill flaps, plankton is trapped against the dermal denticles which line its gill plates and pharynx. 
Any material caught in the filter between the gill bars is swallowed. The whale shark does not need to swim forward 
when feeding; it is often observed in a vertical position, "bobbing" up and down swallowing water and actively filtering it 
for food. 

The whale shark is targeted by artisanal and commercial fisheries in several areas where they seasonally aggregate. 
The population is unknown and the species is consid ered vulnerable  by the IUCN. All fishing, selling, 
importing and exporting of whale sharks for commerc ial purposes has been banned in the Philippines sin ce 
1998, followed by Taiwan in May 2007 

Sightings:  There are unsupported rumors that they have been sighted at one site in certain times of the year.  Since 
we have a 300 to 500m deep channel in front of us between here and Batangas it is almost certain that they could 
migrate through the Verde Island Passage.  One was reported washed up on a beach in Batangas earlier this year too. 

Quick Facts:  
Family:  Rhincodontidae (whale shark) 
Order:  Orectolobiformes  (carpet sharks) 
Class:  Elasmobranchii (sharks and rays) 
Size:  12m (39 ft) – largest 18m (59ft) 
Weight:  Unrecorded 
Food Sources:  phytoplankton, macro-algae, plankton, krill or nektonic life 
Habitat:  Deep, warm waters 
Locations:  Worldwide 
Interesting Facts:  The shark can circulate water at a rate up to 1.7 liters per second 
Red List Status:  Vulnerable (VU) (A1bd+2d)(Ref. 57073) 
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Nurse Shark  

 
Nurse sharks  are cosmopolitan carpet sharks  belonging to the family Ginglymostomatidae . Common in shallow, 
tropical and subtropical waters of the western Atlantic and eastern Pacific, the family comprises three genera each with 
one species. They are benthic sharks, characterized as being sluggish and docile. Nurse sharks typically attack 
humans only if directly threatened. 

The largest species, called simply the nurse shark Ginglymostoma cirratum , may reach a length of 4.3 m and may 
reach a weight of 110 kg; the tawny nurse shark Nebrius ferrugineus  is somewhat smaller at 3.2 m, and the short-
tailed nurse shark Pseudoginglymostoma brevicaudatum  is by far the smallest at just 75 cm in length.  Yellowish 
to dark brown in color, nurse sharks have muscular pectoral fins, two spineless dorsal fins (the second of which is 
smaller) in line with the pelvic and anal fins, and a tail exceeding one quarter the shark's body length.  Yellowish to 
dark brown in color, nurse sharks have muscular pectoral fins, two spineless dorsal fins  (the second of which is 
smaller) in line with the pelvic and anal fins, and a tail exceeding one quarter the shark's body lengt h.  Yellowish to 
dark brown in color, nurse sharks have muscular pectoral fins, two spineless dorsal fins (the second of which is 
smaller) in line with the pelvic and anal fins, and a tail exceeding one quarter the shark's body length. 

Nurse sharks are nocturnal animals, spending the day in large inactive groups of up to 40 individuals often seen piled 
across or on top of one another. Hidden under submerged ledges or in crevices within the reef, the nurse sharks seem 
to prefer specific haunts and will return to them e very day.  By night, the sharks are largely solitary; they spend 
most of their time rifling through the bottom sediments in search of food. 

The name nurse shark is thought to be a corruption of nusse, a name which once referred to the catsharks of the 
family Scyliorhinidae. The nurse shark family name, Ginglymostomatidae, derives from the Greek: from gynglimos 
meaning "hinge" and stoma meaning "mouth". 

Sightings:  Only seen here occasionally on deeper technical dives along the coast past Sabang. 

Quick Facts:  
Family:  Ginglymostomatidae (nurse sharks) 
Order:  Orectolobiformes  (carpet sharks) 
Class:  Elasmobranchii (sharks and rays) 
Size:  3.2 to 4.5m 
Weight : 110kg 
Food Sources:  Crustaceans, mollusks, tunicates, and other fish, particularly stingrays 
Habitat:  Shallow reefs and lagoons 
Locations:  Tropical and subtropical waters 
Interesting Facts:  Nocturnal, and live in groups of up to 40 sharks 
Red List S tatus:  Vulnerable (VU) (A2abcd+3cd+4abcd) (Ref. 57073) 
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Wobbegong, or Carpet Shark 

 
Wobbegong  is the common name given to the eight species of carpet sharks  in the family Orectolobidae . The 
word wobbegong is believed to come from an Australian Aboriginal language. They are found in shallow temperate and 
tropical waters of the western Pacific Ocean and eastern Indian Ocean, chiefly around Australia and Indonesia, 
although one species (the Japanese wobbegong, Orectolobus japonicus ) occurs as far north as Japan. 
Wobbegongs are bottom-dwelling sharks which spend much of their time resting on the sea floor, often among rocks or 
under ledges. The largest species, the spotted wobbegong, Orectolobus maculatus , grows up to 3.2m long. 
Wobbegongs are well camouflaged with a symmetrical pattern of bold markings which resembles carpet. Because of 
this striking pattern, wobbegongs and their close relatives are often referred to as carpet sharks. The camouflage is 
improved by the presence of small vegetation-like flaps of skin around the wobbegong's mouth.  Wobbegongs are 
generally not dangerous unless they are provoked. They have bitten people who accidentally step on them in shallow 
water; they may also bite scuba divers or snorkelers who poke or handle them, or who block their escape route. 
Wobbegongs are very flexible and can easily bite a hand that is holding on to their tail. 

Although wobbegongs do not eat humans, humans frequently eat wobbegongs ; the flesh of a wobbegong or other 
shark is called flake  and it is often used in fish and chips in Australia . Wobbegong skin is also used to make leather. 

Quick Facts:  
Family:  Orectolobidae (Carpet or nurse sharks) 
Order:  Orectolobiformes  (carpet sharks) 
Class:  Elasmobranchii (sharks and rays) 
Size:  up to 3.2m long 
Weigh t:  Up to 80kg 
Food Sources:  Small fish 
Habitat:  Reefs and shelves 
Locations:  Worldwide 
Interesting Facts:  Very aggressive and territorial and often attacks divers 
Red List Status:  Near Threatened (NT) (Ref. 57073) 

Tasseled Wobbegong 
The tasseled wobbegong, Orectolobus dasypogon , is a carpet shark in the family Orectolobidae , found in the 
western Pacific Ocean around eastern Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, and northern Australia, between latitudes 1° N 
and 23° S. It reaches a length of 1.25 m. The tasse led wobbegong's body has a reticular pattern of narrow dark lines, 
and a caudal fin with its upper lobe hardly elevated above the body axis and a strong terminal lobe and subterminal 
notch but no ventral lobe. It is a little-known shark found on the continental shelf and offshore reefs, probably feeding 
on bottom fishes and invertebrates.  

Sightings:  The tasseled wobbegong is occasionally seen at deeper technical diving depths at Verde Island. 


